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of regional patriotism that remained strong and
active. A territorial synthesis, broadbased on a
common culture, was all that could and did exist
under the conditions prevailing in the period^ but a
vast empire ruled by a single power or a league of
states was far from a reality. Each state valued its
own independence as a sacred thing and would
resent any interference with it from outside, thereby
allowing no neighbouring state to grow into a big
power so as to be able to assert its suzerainty and
form a strong central governemnt. An excessive love
of regional freedom made these states selfish and
blind to the wider interests of the whole country
with the result that by their mutual dissensions
and disunity they exposed the country to foreign
aggression and could never take a united stand
against it. There were of course other reasons
why India then was not able to build political unity
in the strict sense of the term. In the beginning of
the sixth century B, C. we find that northern India
was divided into sixteen independent kingdoms.
There were also a number of republics and tribal
territories. But no strong power was there to combine
them, at least against any invasion from oustide.
Hence, the way was prepared for the Persian conquest
and then the campaigns of Alexander.

The rise of Buddhism was a notable event in the
history of ancient India having important bearings
on the then social and political life of the country.
Its permanent contribution however was. more